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Welcome to Social Studies!

In seventh grade, our studies will examine multiple millennia of history, vastly varied cultures, revolutions in economic and political practices, and the geography of extremely different regions of our planet!  Put simply, we will learn about interesting people, their ways of life, and what they contributed to the world, and along the way we will learn more about who we are and where we fit into the whole picture!

Major Units of Study:

· Ancient Greece and Persia

· Ancient India

· Ancient Rome, Judaism, and Christianity

· The Byzantine Empire and the Rise of Islam

· The Middle Ages Around the World

· The European Renaissance, Reformation, and Age of Exploration

Integrated throughout these units will be a study of world geography, current events, economics, social science analysis, non-fiction literacy, historical literature, government and civics.
Grading Policy
Each assignment is given a point value based on the amount of skill and content required for completion.  In order to earn full credit, assignments must be complete, correct, and on time.  This includes various forms of assessment:  tests, quizzes, projects, oral and technological presentations, and debates.

The grading scale is a standard percentage scale:
A = 90-100%    B = 80-89%    C = 70-79%    D = 60-69%    F = 0-59% 

Please keep in mind that in order to pass a class in high school you must earn a C or higher!  Now is the perfect time to develop good work habits! 
The Essential Skills for the Oregon Diploma
This year’s high school juniors will be the first class required to show certain “Essential Skills” in order to earn a diploma from high school in Oregon.  Because these are skills in which today’s seventh graders will need to demonstrate proficiency, it is very important that you develop these skills now:  practice doesn’t always make perfect, but it sure helps!  Expect to work on these skills in social studies all year:
1. Read and comprehend a variety of text

2. Write clearly and accurately

3. Apply mathematics in a variety of settings

4. Listen actively and speak clearly and coherently

5. Think critically and analytically

6. Use technology to learn, live, and work

7. Demonstrate civic and community engagement

8. Demonstrate global literacy

9. Demonstrate personal management and teamwork skills

Classroom Expectations

· Be kind and respectful to each other

· Take care of classroom materials and environment

· Come prepared, organized, and on time for class

Procedures in Room 202
· As students enter the classroom, they should take out their planners and write the objective and homework for the day’s class in their planners. 

· Students should be quietly seated and ready to work when bell rings.

· When a student or the teacher is speaking, eyes should be on her/him, with no side conversations.

· Students must use hall passes when leaving the classroom.

· Tardy students need an excused note from the office or teacher who held them late.

· Students are responsible for finding out what they missed when absent by checking the ABSENTEE HOMEWORK BINDER for missed work and assignments and following ABSENTEE SIGN-IN instructions.

Having spent time living in Africa, Asia, and Central America, I speak from personal experience:  the right to a good education is not enjoyed equally by all children around the world.  Please treat this year as a wonderful opportunity to grow and learn, and do your best!
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My child, __________________________________, and I have read this syllabus, and I will do my best to help my child fulfill the expectations of the class.





____________________    _______________________    ______
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