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The Greek Alphabet
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A The Greek alphabet was based on the
Phoenician alphabet. What happenedto
Greekwriting during the DarkAge?

historians think they conquered Crete and
nearby islands.

Although trade made the Mycenacans
wealthy, they were prouder of their deeds
in battle. Their most famous victory is prob-
ably the Trojan War.In the next chapter, you
will learn the legend of how the Mycenaean
king Agamemnon (A+guh+MEHM e nahn)

used trickery to win that war.

By 1200 5., the
Mycenaeans were in trouble. Earthquakes
and fighting among the kingdoms had
destroyed their hilltop forts. By 1100
Mycenaean civilization had collapsed.

2 CHAPTER 4 The Ancient Greeks

‘The years between 1100 5.C. and 750 ..
were difficult for the Greeks. Overseas trade
slowed and poverty took hold. Farmers
grew only enough food to meet their own
family’s needs. People also stopped teach-
ing others how to write or do craftwork
Before long, the Greeks had forgotten their
written language and how to make many
things. As a result, historians call this time
the Dark Age.

‘The changes that took place in the Dark
Age were not all bad, however. One posi-
tive development was a huge population
shift. Thousands of Greeks left the main-
land and settled on islands in the Aegean
Sea. Other Greeks moved to the western
shores of Asia Minor, to what is now the
country of Turkey. This wave of movement
expanded the reach of Greek culture

Meanwhile, a Greek-speaking people
known as the Dorians (DOHR=ce+uhns)
who lived in Greece's northern mountains,
began to move south. Many settled in the
Peloponnesus (e luh=puheNEE#suhs). The
Dorians brought iron weapons with them,
giving Greece more advanced technology
Iron weapons and farm tools were stronger
and cheaper than those made of bronze.

Gradually, people began to farm again
and to produce surplus food. As a result,
trade revived. One benefit of the increased
trade was a new way of writing. As you read
in Chapter3, the Greeks picked up the idea of
an alphabet from the Phoenicians, one of
their trading partners who lived on the coast
of the castern Mediterranean.

The Greek alphabet had 24 letters that
stood for different sounds. It made reading
and writing Greek much simpler than ever
before. Soon people were writing down tales
that had been passed down by storytellers
for generations

ATITITIEED Wdentify What changes

occurrea auring Greece's Dark Age?
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