
Film Notes 
“Pompeii – The Last Day”   
http://youtu.be/PlZ-SGfp6Os 
 
1. What is the name of the volcano that erupted? 

 

2. When did it erupt? 

 

3. What two Roman cities were destroyed by the eruption? 

 

4. Who was Pliny the Younger and what did he do? 

 

 

 

5. How was daily life in Pompeii different from yours?  Give 

interesting details: 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

6. What was found in the boathouses of Herculaneum (Ercolano)? 

 

7.        In what year was Pompeii rediscovered by workers building an aqueduct? 

 

8. Describe or draw the “casts” of Pompeii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. How many people live “in Vesuvius’ shadow” today? 

 

10. How often do Plinian eruptions occur? 

 
Name________________________________________ 
 
Date_____________________Period_____________ 



The photograph 
of Pompeii that 
I found on 
Google Earth 
shows the 
intersection of 
four paved 
streets.  The 
surface of the 

roads is made of dirt or gravel and larger, grey 
paving stones.  The sidewalk is raised above the 
street and has a stone curb like our streets today; 
presumably, this was to keep muddy rain water 
from getting up where pedestrians walked.  There 
are large, raised, stone crosswalks; no doubt, this 
was for the same reason.  There are gaps in 
between the crosswalk stones, so horse-drawn 
carts would be able to pass through!  The buildings 
are organized, rectangular, red brick structures; 
however, they are partly in ruins.  The tops of the 
buildings are blackened – maybe from the volcanic 
ash?  In the distance behind the buildings, the 
volcano – Mt. Vesuvius – can still faintly be seen! 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions:   
First, use Google Earth to find and print a different, interesting picture of 
the ruins of Pompeii, Italy.  Then, either glue the photograph to the next 
page or paste it into a Word document.  Finally, write a descriptive 
paragraph about what you see in the photograph.  Your sentences 
should use lots of adjectives, should be varied, and should flow smoothly 
from one idea to another.  For this reason, use (and underline) at least 
three different ‘Transition Words’ from the list on the last page.  See the 
paragraph above for an example of MASTERY level writing! 
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TRANSITION WORDS 
Transitions are words and/or phrases that link one idea to another, creating 
a better flow to the writing. Common transitions include first, then, next, 
however, and finally. There are examples of transitions below. If the 
transition is at the beginning of a sentence, it must be followed by a comma. 
If the transition is within the sentence, it must be preceded by a semicolon 
and followed by a comma.  
 
Example 1: Alexander’s mother, Olympias, was one of King Philip II’s eight 
wives; however, Alexander was raised by a nurse named Lanike. 
 
Example 2: Next, Alexander traveled into the desert to speak with the oracle at 
Siwa.  Presumably, the oracle told him he was the son of the god Amun Zeus! 
 

Above all Finally Meanwhile 

Actually  First, Second, Third Moreover 

Afterward First and foremost Next 

All things considered For this reason No doubt 

Accordingly From here on Of course 

Another For instance, For example On the other hand 

Arguably Furthermore Otherwise 

As a consequence However Paradoxically 

As a matter of fact Incidentally Presently 

As a result In addition  Presumably 

At any rate In any case Regrettably 

At the same time In conclusion Similarly 

At this point In fact  So that 

Be that as it may In my opinion Still 

By, and, or In other words, as it were Strangely enough 

By and large In the first place Then 

By the same token In the meantime Therefore 

Consequently In the same way Too, also 

Even so Ironically Ultimately 


